Emerging state policy trends related to medical group practice: Alpha Center.
This article examines how state health care policy affects new ventures involving medical group practices. It will review briefly traditional state authorities related to the health care sector in general and physician organizations in particular. The article will then discuss state policies related to a range of physician organizations, including those aligned with larger provider systems. State policies related to physician organization in the competitive marketplace include several topics: referral practices, tax exemption, corporate practice of medicine, and antitrust and insurance regulation. Finally, it will discuss the implications of these trends for future enterprises undertaken by medical group practices.